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Anachronism 


Where it is Used 


Adieu 


The Use Of The Word Adieu in the Book of Mormon. 

The French word "adieu" appears once in the Book of Mormon in Jacob 
7:27. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 


Cattle 


The Use Of The Word Cattle in the Book of Mormon. 

Critics note that there is no evidence of cows existing in the America's before 
the arrival of Europeans to the Americas. In addition, there is no evidence of 
large domestic animals such as Bison, goat, deer, sheep, or other animals. 
The only record of a domestic animal is the llama. 

Apologists counter that the Book of Mormon does not require that the animals 
be domestic. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 


Chariot 


The Use Of The Word Chariot in the Book of Mormon. 

Critics note that there is no evidence that chariots or wheeled vehicles ever 
existed in the America's prior to the Europeans arriving. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 
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Christ 



The Use Of The Word Christ in the Book of Mormon. 

The words "Christ" and "Messiah" are used several hundred times 
throughout the Book of Mormon. The first instance of the word "Christ" dates 
to between 559 and 545 BC. The first instance of the word "Messiah" dates to 
about 600 BC. 



"Christ" is the English transliteration of the Greek word (transliterated 
precisely as Christos); it is relatively synonymous with the Hebrew word 
rendered "Messiah" (Hebrew: , Modern Mashia Tiberian MsT). Both 
words have the meaning of "anointed," and are used in the Bible to refer to 
"the Anointed One". [104] In Greek translations of the Old Testament 
(including the Septuagint), the word "Christ" is used for the Hebrew 
"Messiah", and in Hebrew translations of the New Testament, the word 
"Messiah" is used for the Greek "Christ". [105] If you take any passage in the 
Bible that uses the word "Christ", you can substitute for it the word "Messiah" 
or "the Messiah" with no change in meaning (e.g. Matthew 1:1, 16, 1 8). 



The Book of Mormon uses both terms throughout the book. In the vast 
majority of cases, it uses the terms in an identical manner as the Bible, where 
it doesn't matter which word is used: 



"And now, my sons, remember, remember that it is upon the rock of our 
Redeemer, who is (Christ/the Messiah), the Son of God, that ye must build 
your foundation; that when the devil shall send forth his mighty winds, yea, 
his shafts in the whirlwind, yea, when all his hail and his mighty storm shall 
beat upon you, it shall have no power over you to drag you down to the gulf of 
misery and endless wo, because of the rock upon which ye are built, which is 
a sure foundation, a foundation whereon if men build they cannot fall" 
(Helaman 5:12). 



"And after he had baptized (Christ/the Messiah) with water, he should 
behold and bear record that he had baptized the Lamb of God, who should 
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take away the sins of the world." (1 Nephi 1 0:1 0). 

The Book of Mormon occasionally uses the word "Christ" in a way that is not 
interchangeable with "Messiah". For example in 2 Nephi 10:3, the Book of 
Mormon prophet Jacob says an angel informed him that the name of the 
Messiah would be Christ: 



"Wherefore, as I said unto you, it must needs be expedient that Christ — for 
in the last night the angel spake unto me that this should be his 
name — should come among the Jews" (2 Nephi 10:3) 

The word "Messiah" was used frequently before this point, but from this 
point on the word "Christ" is used almost exclusively in the Book of Mormon. 

Richard Packham argues that the Greek word "Christ" in the Book of 
Mormon challenges the authenticity of the work since, Joseph Smith clearly 
stated that, "There was no Greek or Latin upon the plates from which I, 
through the grace of the Lord, translated the Book of Mormon." 

The Foundation for Apologetic Information and Research states that the 
word 'Christ' is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word 'Messiah' and Smith 
simply chose the more familiar Greek word to translate the word that 
appeared in the language of the plates. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 
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Compass 


The Use Of The Word compass in the Book of Mormon. 
|Fact| 

The compass is widely believed to have been invented in China around 1 100 
AD and remains of a compass have never been found in America. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 


Elephants 


The Use Of The Word Elephants in the Book of Mormon. 

Elephants never natively existed in the Americas. Mastodons and 
mammoths, which did exist in the America's, died out long before the Book of 
Mormon time frame. These is one record of a small population of mammoths 
surviving on an island in Alaska until 5725 BP which is thousands of years 
before the Jaradites came to the Americans. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 
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Messiah 



The Use Of The Word Messiah in the Book of Mormon. 

The words "Christ" and "Messiah" are used several hundred times 
throughout the Book of Mormon. The first instance of the word "Christ" dates 
to between 559 and 545 BC. The first instance of the word "Messiah" dates to 
about 600 BC. 



"Christ" is the English transliteration of the Greek word (transliterated 
precisely as Christos); it is relatively synonymous with the Hebrew word 
rendered "Messiah" (Hebrew: , Modern Mashia Tiberian MsT). Both 
words have the meaning of "anointed," and are used in the Bible to refer to 
"the Anointed One". [104] In Greek translations of the Old Testament 
(including the Septuagint), the word "Christ" is used for the Hebrew 
"Messiah", and in Hebrew translations of the New Testament, the word 
"Messiah" is used for the Greek "Christ". [105] If you take any passage in the 
Bible that uses the word "Christ", you can substitute for it the word "Messiah" 
or "the Messiah" with no change in meaning (e.g. Matthew 1:1, 16, 1 8). 



The Book of Mormon uses both terms throughout the book. In the vast 
majority of cases, it uses the terms in an identical manner as the Bible, where 
it doesn't matter which word is used: 



"And now, my sons, remember, remember that it is upon the rock of our 
Redeemer, who is (Christ/the Messiah), the Son of God, that ye must build 
your foundation; that when the devil shall send forth his mighty winds, yea, 
his shafts in the whirlwind, yea, when all his hail and his mighty storm shall 
beat upon you, it shall have no power over you to drag you down to the gulf of 
misery and endless wo, because of the rock upon which ye are built, which is 
a sure foundation, a foundation whereon if men build they cannot fall" 
(Helaman 5:12). 



"And after he had baptized (Christ/the Messiah) with water, he should 
behold and bear record that he had baptized the Lamb of God, who should 
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take away the sins of the world." (1 Nephi 1 0:1 0). 

The Book of Mormon occasionally uses the word "Christ" in a way that is not 
interchangeable with "Messiah". For example in 2 Nephi 10:3, the Book of 
Mormon prophet Jacob says an angel informed him that the name of the 
Messiah would be Christ: 



"Wherefore, as I said unto you, it must needs be expedient that Christ — for 
in the last night the angel spake unto me that this should be his 
name — should come among the Jews" (2 Nephi 10:3) 

The word "Messiah" was used frequently before this point, but from this 
point on the word "Christ" is used almost exclusively in the Book of Mormon. 

Richard Packham argues that the Greek word "Christ" in the Book of 
Mormon challenges the authenticity of the work since, Joseph Smith clearly 
stated that, "There was no Greek or Latin upon the plates from which I, 
through the grace of the Lord, translated the Book of Mormon." 

The Foundation for Apologetic Information and Research states that the 
word 'Christ' is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word 'Messiah' and Smith 
simply chose the more familiar Greek word to translate the word that 
appeared in the language of the plates. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 
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Satyr 


The Use Of The Word Satyr in the Book of Mormon. 

In 2 Nephi 23:21 , the Book of Mormon quotes Isaiah 1 3:21 , which mentions 
a "satyr". Satyrs are creatures from Greek mythology, which are half-man, 
half-goat. The King James Bible translates Isaiah 34:14 thus: 

"The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the 
island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest 
there, and find for herself a place of rest." 

Other English-language versions of the Bible, including the New 
International Version, translate the word as "wild goat"; other translations 
include "monkey" and "dancing devil". 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 


Swine 


The Use Of The Word Swine in the Book of Mormon. 

Critics note that there is no evidence that swine existed in the America's 
prior to the Europeans arriving. 

Apologists counter that peccaries, also known as javelinas, have existed in 
the America's since prehistoric times. 

Critics counter that javelinas have never been domesticated 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 
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Swine 


The Use Of The Word Swine in the Book of Mormon. 

Critics note that there is no evidence that swine existed in the America's 
prior to the Europeans arriving. 

Apologists counter that peccaries, also known as javelinas, have existed in 
the America's since prehistoric times. 

Critics counter that javelinas have never been domesticated 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 


Windows 


The Use Of The Word Windows in the Book of Mormon. 

The Book of Mormon describes that the Jaredite people were familiar with the 
concept of "windows" near the time of the Biblical Tower of Babel 
(presumably circa 2000 BO), and that they specifically avoided crafting 
windows for lighting in their covered seagoing vessels, because the windows 
would be "dashed in pieces" during the ocean voyage. 

Critics note that glass windows were not invented until the 1 1th century AD in 
Germany. 

Apologists counter that the Book of Mormon might have been referring to 
covered windows rather then transparent windows. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 
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book 


The first paper books were invented in China in 1 05 AD but did enter wide 
spread use until 200 AD to 300 AD. The Bible also uses the word book in the 
old testament which, most likely, is referring to a scroll rather then a paper 
book. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_books 

Engraving records on metal plates is extremely rare and included very limited 
textual information. Typically there are pictures on plates rather then text. 

Source: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latter_Day_Saint_movement_and_engraved_met 
al_plates 


cimeters 


The Use Of The Word Cimiters, also called scimitar, in the Book of Mormon. 

"Cimiters" are mentioned about ten times in the Book of Mormon. The word 
"cimiter" (scimitar) is considered an anachronism, since the word was never 
used by the Hebrews (from which the Book of Mormon peoples came from), 
or any other civilization prior to 450 AD. [96] As with swords, there is no 
evidence that native American peoples had metal blades. The word cimiter 
(scimitar) has at different times referred to a long curved sword used by the 
Persians and Turks, or a smaller curved knife, similar to the kopis of the 
Turks, or makhaira of the Greeks. 

Apologists note that the Book of Mormon does not mention the materials 
that the "cimiters" were made out of, and postulate that the word is was 
chosen by Joseph Smith as the closest workable English word for the 
weapon used by the Nephites that was not made of metal, and was short and 
curved. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 
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cow 


The Use Of The Word Cattle in the Book of Mormon. 
<img 

src="http://www.fadedvoices.com/_/rsrc/1350634366893/home/Suzy.png" 
width="24" height="24" > Critics note that there is no evidence of cows 
existing in the America's before the arrival of Europeans to the Americas. In 
addition, there is no evidence of large domestic animals such as Bison, goat, 
deer, sheep, or other animals. The only record of a domestic animal is the 
llama. 

<img 

src="http://www.fadedvoices.com/_/rsrc/1350634476788/home/Amy.png" 
width="24" height="24" > <img 

src="http://www.fadedvoices.com/_/rsrc/1350669266759/Questions/question1 
/jack.png" width="24" height="24" > Apologists counter that the Book of 
Mormon does not require that the animals be domestic. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 


goat 


The Use Of The Word Goat in the Book of Mormon. 

Critics note that domesticated goats did not exist in the America's prior to the 
Europeans arriving. The mountain goat is indigenous to North America but it 
has never been domesticated. 

Apologists counter that goats may have been a mistranslation and it may 
have been referring to some type of domesticated or tame deer. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 
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goats 


The Use Of The Word Goat in the Book of Mormon. 

Critics note that domesticated goats did not exist in the America's prior to the 
Europeans arriving. The mountain goat is indigenous to North America but it 
has never been domesticated. 

Apologists counter that goats may have been a mistranslation and it may 
have been referring to some type of domesticated or tame deer. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 


horse 


The Use Of The Word Horse in the Book of Mormon. 

Critics note that horses didn't exist in America until the 16th Century. 

Apologists suggest that it may be a mistranslation and that it may have been 
meant to be translated as Tapir or deer. 

Apologist Source: 

http://www.fairmormon.org/perspectives/publications/horses-in-the-book-of- 
mormon 

Critics counter that people are to big to ride Tapir's and that there is no 
historical evidence of any large animal being ridden or tamed as beasts of 
burden in the America's 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 
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horses 


The Use Of The Word Horses in the Book of Mormon. 

Critics note that horses didn't exist in America until the 16th Century. 

Apologists suggest that it may be a mistranslation and that it may have been 
meant to be translated as Tapir or deer. 

Apologist Source: 

http://www.fairmormon.org/perspectives/publications/horses-in-the-book-of- 
mormon 

Critics counter that people are to big to ride Tapir's and that there is no 
historical evidence of any large animal being ridden or tamed as beasts of 
burden in the America's 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 


jew 


The term Jew was not used until 1 000 AD. 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jew_(word) 
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olive tree 


olive tree 




The olive tree is a pecular anachronism in the Book of Mormon because it is 




neither found in the america's nor is it described in the Book of Mormon as 




being found in the America's. And yet the olive tree parables from Isaiah 5 




and Roman 1 1 both appear in the Book of Mormon. 




"Olives are not native to the Americas. The Spanish colonists brought the 




olive to the New World where its cultivation prospered in present-day Peru 




and Chile. The first precious seedlings from Spain were planted in Lima by 




Antonio de Rivera in 1560." 




source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive 




Some critic's argue that this was a copy mistake made by Joseph Smith in 




copying from the bible. It would be the equivalent of having parables about 




kangaroos in the Book of Mormon when nobody from the Book of Mormon 




with the exception of Lehi and his direct children had ever seen a kangaroo. 




Some apologetic's see the story of the olive tree as very faith promoting when 




it is seen in the context of knowing the correct cultivation of olive trees. In 




addition, they see the parable of the olive tree easily being applicable to any 




type of tree so the idea of Book of Mormon people not knowing what an olive 




tree is doesn't matter. 
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steel 


The Use Of The Word steel in the book of mormon. 

No evidence has been found in North, Central, or South America of iron being 
hardened anciently to make steel. 

Wiki Article On Steel In The Book of Mormon 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 
The Use Of The Word steel in the bible. 

A few translations of the bible use the word steel while most use the word 
bronze or brass. The King James bible is one of the few bibles that incorrectly 
uses the word steel. This is the same bible version that Joseph Smith used. 

Source: http://biblehub.com/2_samuel/22-35.htm 


synagogue 


The Use Of The Word Synagogue in the Book of Mormon. 

A similar question regards the word synagogue, found in Alma 16:13: 

And Alma and Amulek went forth preaching repentance to the people in their 
temples, and in their sanctuaries, and also in their synagogues, which were 
built after the manner of the Jews (Alma 1 6:1 3). 

Scholars note that synagogues did not exist in their modern form before the 
destruction of the temple and the Babylonian captivity. The oldest known 
synagogue is located in Delos, Greece, and has been dated to 150 BO 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anachronisms_in_the_Book_of_Mormon 



